AGENDA
Meeting of the Board of Directors
Location: City of Rancho Cordova City Hall
2729 Prospect Park Drive
Rancho Cordova, CA
Date:

Friday, September 25, 2015, 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Members of the public may comment on any item on the agenda at the time that it is taken up by the Board. We
ask that members of the public complete Speaker Card, submit it to the Clerk of the Board, and keep their remarks
brief. If several persons wish to address the Board on a single item, the Chair may impose a time limit on individual
remarks at the beginning of the discussion.
Call to Order / Roll Call
Directors Hume, Mikulaco, Nottoli, Sander, Starsky
Pledge of Allegiance
Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items
Any person wishing to address the Board on any item not on the agenda may do so at this time. After ten
minutes of testimony, any additional testimony may be heard following the New Business Items. Note, under
the provisions of the California Government Code, the Board is prohibited from discussing or taking action on
any item not on the agenda.
1. Executive Director’s Report
Consent Agenda
2. Minutes of August 28, 2015, Board Meeting
3. Approve Amendment No. 1 to the South Sacramento Habitat Conservation Plan (SSHCP) Memorandum of
Agreement
a) Staff Report
b) Proposed Amendment No. 1 to Memorandum of Agreement
c) Resolution
4. Update on Ongoing Connector Corridor Construction Projects
a) Staff Report

New Business Items
5. Authorize the Release of the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for Segment D3/E1 for a 30 day
Public Review Period
a) Staff Report
b) Presentation
6. Update on Governmental Relations
a) Staff Report
Adjourn
The Board may take action on any matter, however listed on this agenda, and whether or not listed on this agenda, to the extent permitted by applicable
law. Staff Reports are subject to change without prior notice.
If requested, this agenda can be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with disabilities, as required by Section 202 of the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Federal Rules and Regulations adopted in implementation thereof. Persons seeking an alternative format should
contact the Board Secretary for further information.
A person with a disability, who requires a modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to participate in a public meeting,
should telephone or otherwise contact the Board Secretary as soon as possible. The Board Secretary may be reached at 10640 Mather Blvd., Suite 120,
Mather, CA 95655 or by telephone at (916) 876-9094.

Capital SouthEast Connector JPA Board of Directors
September 25, 2015

Item # 1
Receive and File

Executive Director’s Report
Issue: An Executive Director’s report is filed every month on current JPA activities
Recommendation: Receive and File
Discussion: The following is a brief status report on some of the more significant issues and activities currently
being pursued by the Connector JPA staff.
Administrative
•

It is anticipated that Director Starsky will not be available for today’s meeting.

•

Staff will be checking with Board member holiday schedules over the next month to verify that meetings on
November 20th and December 18th are still confirmed.

Project
•

Staff continues to work with the City of Elk Grove and SACOG on a funding swap for Segment B2. The
JPA and Elk Grove have agreed to the terms and staff is anticipating that SACOG will present the
necessary MTIP amendments to their Board in October. Staff also anticipates confirmation of the MOU
before the Elk Grove City Council on October 14th and the JPA Board at your October meeting. If
approved, staff can release an RFP for Preliminary Engineering and Environmental Documentation in early
November.

•

Last week, staff met with the Project Development Team and discussed the possibility of using the
development fee arrangement between Sacramento County and the City of Folsom as a way to secure
development impact fees for the Connector. By utilizing the foundation already set by the City and County,
it could be possible to bring in the City of Rancho Cordova and the Connector JPA on a shared
development fee arrangement for Segment D2 and Segment D3. Additional conversations between the
jurisdictions and the JPA are anticipated in October. The progress report on these discussions originally
planned for today will be rescheduled for later in the year following additional meetings with jurisdiction
staff.

•

As reported last month, the JPA has concluded successful negotiations with CH2M for the Segment D2
contract. JPA staff has submitted the proposed contract and all required federal forms to Caltrans for
review. The next step is a 30-day wait period for approval and issuance of a Conformance Letter. Upon
receipt of the Conformance Letter, we can move forward with executing the contract and initiating project
work.
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•

Staff anticipates making a general information presentation on the project D3/E1 segment to the El Dorado
County Board of Supervisors on October 20th and will work with Director Mikulaco on the details.

•

Today’s presentation of the environmental document for the D3/E1 segments by Dokken Engineering is in
anticipation of a public release of the document in mid-October.

•

Discussions continue with property owners in the Folsom Plan Area on details of the project alignment in
the vicinity of both Prairie City Road and Empire Ranch Road. Staff anticipates a successful resolution to
those discussions prior to or during the public comment period for the environmental document.

•

Staff has discussed the proposed annual update to the Project Design Guidelines with the Connector
Project Development Team and has decided to delay a presentation on that topic until later in the year
when additional items of interest may be included.

•

At its September meeting, the SACOG Board of Directors adopted revised Regional Funding Targets for
the 2015 Flexible Funding round that create a two tier list for projects in anticipation of a roughly 35%
reduction in local/regional funds for distribution. Additional information will be provided during item #6 on
today’s agenda.

Fiscal
•

At the August 27, 2015, Sacramento Transportation Authority’s Board meeting, the Measure A Capital
Project Allocation and Expenditure Contracts were approved. The Connector JPA was allocated an
advance of $9M from its FY 2018 allocation as follows: $3M to FY 2016 and $6M to FY 2017.

•

At this time, all five member jurisdictions local fund contributions for FY 2015-16 have been received. Staff
appreciates your support.

•

The final JPA adjusted year-end budget for FY 2014-15 came in at 72% of the total budget. This is a direct
result of the measures taken by staff to reduce expenditures where possible.

Media
•
•
•

Elk Grove Citizen
o September 1, 2015 - City, JPA work on funding swap - Bryan M. Gold
Elk Grove Citizen
o September 11, 2015 - City to cut ribbon on railroad overcrossing - Bryan M. Gold
Elk Grove Citizen
o September 18, 2015 – The bridge is open - Bryan M. Gold

Miscellaneous
•

Staff has not yet received confirmation that the Governor has signed AB-1171, the Connector’s CM/GC
authorizing legislation. Additional information will be available at today’s presentation by DJ Smith.
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•

At its August meeting, the STA Board authorized its staff to negotiate a contract agreement with Duffy &
Capitolo for continued community outreach, voter opinion research, and expenditure plan development
activities in anticipation of placing a transportation sales tax ballot initiative before County voters in
November, 2016.

•

Congratulations to the City of Elk Grove for the completion and grand opening of the Connector B1
Segment railroad overcrossing. The overcrossing will provide both congestion and safety improvements
along a critical segment of the Connector Project.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tom Zlotkowski
Executive Director

Capital SouthEast Connector JPA Board of Directors
September 25, 2015

Item # 2
Motion

Action Minutes of the August 28, 2015, Meeting
The Capital SouthEast Connector JPA Board of Directors met in regular session on August 28, 2015, in the City of
Rancho Cordova City Hall Council Chambers, located at 2729 Prospect Park Drive, Rancho Cordova, CA.
Call to Order: Director Hume called the meeting to order at 8:45 a.m.
Roll Call:

Present: Directors Hume, Sander, *Nottoli, and **Starsky
Absent: Director Mikulaco
*Director Nottoli arrived at 8:50 a.m. as noted below
**Director Starsky excused himself after Item #7

Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items
There were no comments from the public on non-agenda items.
Item #1: Executive Director's Report
Mr. Zlotkowski, the Executive Director of the Authority, summarized his Executive Director's Report. Highlights
included: the Connector JPA’s discussions with the City of Elk Grove regarding a draft Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to expedite construction of a portion of the segment; the Connector JPA has concluded
successful negotiations with CH2M for the Segment D2 contract; the City of Folsom and the Connector JPA
submitted a joint application for funding under the Sacramento Area Council of Governments’ (SACOG)
Regional/Local Program; the SACOG Regional Planning Committee recommendations for the Regional ATP
program have been released and the Connector application has not been recommended for funding; a progress
report on the update to the Connector Plan of Finance; the status of the annual update of the Connector Project
Design Guidelines; staff attended an environmental update and coordination meeting with the City of Elk Grove and
federal resource agencies regarding Kammerer Road on August 5, 2015; AB 1171 which authorizes CM/GC
delivery on the Connector Project has cleared both houses of the Legislature and is awaiting approval from the
Governor; staff continues to monitor a possible 2016 ballot measure for an additional ½ cent transportation sales
tax.
Director Hume made note of the Grant Line Overcrossing ribbon cutting ceremony on September 15th at 9 a.m. and
reported that the City of Elk Grove approved a 375 acre mixed-use project in the Southeast policy area which is
immediately adjacent to the north side of Kammerer Road. Director Hume also mentioned that when discussing the
development agreement, the Connector JPA was listed as an agency that could potentially be imposing a fee and
said we need to keep this in mind and be diligent as big projects come forward which are adjacent to the corridor.
*Director Nottoli arrived during this item.
Consent Agenda
The consent agenda included:
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•

Item #2: Approve Action Minutes of June 26, 2015, Board Meeting

•

Item #3: Approve Action Minutes of July 17, 2015, Board Meeting

•

Item #5: Approve Revised Exhibit A to Contract for Services with Sacramento County

It was moved by Director Starsky, seconded by Director Hume, and passed by unanimous vote that:
THE CAPITAL SOUTHEAST CONNECTOR AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS APPROVES THE
FOLLOWING ITEMS FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: ACTION MINUTES OF JUNE 26, 2015, ACTION
MINUTES OF JULY 17, 2015; REVISED EXHIBIT A TO CONTRACT FOR SERVICES WITH SACRAMENTO
COUNTY.
No public comment was received on the Consent Agenda.
Note: Item #4 was pulled from the consent agenda and is expected to be brought back to the Board in September,
2015. A Motion to continue Item #4 was made by Director Starsky, seconded by Director Sander, and passed by
unanimous vote.
New Business Items
Item #6: Update on Progress on D3/E1 Segment
Mr. Zlotkowski introduced the JPA’s Project Manager, Mr. Derek Minnema, who provided a summary and update on
the progress of the D3/E1 Segment environmental review. Some of the updates included: the JPA is on schedule
and on budget with Dokken Engineering for the D3/E1 contract; an open house was held for stakeholders at the
JPA office in July, 2015; the JPA met with the utility companies to discuss utility realignment; many technical
studies have come into the JPA as listed in the staff report; effective July 1, 2015, AB52 was put into place, which is
a new protocol for consultation with Native American tribes under CEQA. The JPA is complying with AB52. A brief
discussion ensued.
This item was informational only and no motion was required.
No public comment was received on Item #6.
Item #7: Update on Analysis of SPTC-JPA Rail Crossing
Mr. Zlotkowski introduced the item and provided a brief summary of the staff report. Mr. Zlotkowski recommended
that staff continue moving forward with an analysis of the at-grade crossing, and rather than including an option for
a grade separated crossing at this time, while the future of the corridor is uncertain, the JPA environmental analysis
should document the impacts of a future grade separated overcrossing to provide information to decision makers at
the City of Folsom and the SPTC-JPA. A discussion ensued.
Public comment was received on item #7 by Mr. Jim Harville, President of the Placerville and Sacramento Valley
Railroad. Mr. Harville indicated that SPTC concurs with the JPA’s recommendation for an at-grade crossing. Mr.
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Harville also mentioned that all future projected usage and potential for future use on the corridor would be
accommodated with this at-grade crossing, even with the expected increase in traffic.
Director Sander directed staff to seek as much clarity from the City of Folsom as possible in the next couple
months.
Director Hume directed staff to move ahead with the Phase II analysis. Mr. Zlotkowski reiterated that JPA staff will
proceed with continuing to look at potential future overcrossing as part of Phase I and report back and seek
direction with the Board as to how the Board would like staff to collaborate with other stakeholder jurisdictions on
defining the future need of the corridor and how we might go about working toward funding and construction of the
facility.
A conflict waiver request was also submitted by Miller & Owen, Legal Counsel for the Connector JPA, disclosing its
current representation of the SPTC-JPA. A motion was made by Director Starsky to disqualify council. No second
was received.
A motion was made by Director Nottoli to approve the conflict waiver. The motion was seconded by Director
Sander, and approved by the following vote: Ayes: Directors Hume, Nottoli, and Sander; Noes: Director Starsky.
**Director Starsky excused himself following Item #7.
Item #8: Update on the South Sacramento Habitat Conservation Plan (SSHCP)
Mr. Zlotkowski introduced Mr. Bill Ziebron with the SSHCP who provided a brief summary of the progress and
current status of the SSHCP and how it will support the current schedule of the Connector Project and its
environmental permit needs. A brief discussion followed.
This item was informational only and no motion was required.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m.
Approved By:

Attest:

________________________________
Director Hume
Chair of the Board

______________________________
Tom Zlotkowski
Board Secretary

Capital SouthEast Connector JPA Board of Directors
September 25, 2015

Item # 3
Resolution

Approval of Amendment No. 1 to the Memorandum of Agreement with the South Sacramento Habitat
Conservation Plan
Issue: To consider authorizing the Executive Director to enter into Amendment No. 1 to the Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) with the South Sacramento Habitat Conservation Plan (SSHCP).
Recommendation: Approve the attached resolution authorizing the Executive Director to enter into Amendment No. 1
to the MOA with the SSHCP, including a new schedule of contributions from the plan partners and authorizing the
Executive Officer to provide the JPA’s FY 2014-15 contribution during FY 2015-16, in advance of the final milestones set
forth in the proposed amendment.
Background: A Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) is a regional approach to balancing the effects of urban development
and infrastructure improvements with the preservation and protection of wildlife and biological natural resources. An
approved HCP streamlines the state and federal permits process for projects that are consistent with the HCP. It is
widely considered the most efficient means of complying with regulatory requirements and will greatly assist the
Connector Project in obtaining many of the federal permits required for construction. The SSHCP is a regional project.
In addition to the JPA, the joint applicants include the County of Sacramento, the cities of Rancho Cordova and Galt, the
Sacramento County Regional Sanitation District, and the Sacramento County Water Agency (collectively “Plan
Partners”).
In July 2010, your Board approved an MOA with the SSHCP Plan Partners for the continued development and funding of
the SSHCP. The MOA established a formal cost-sharing mechanism to allocate the cost of completing the SSHCP in an
equitable manner. The MOA identified the Connector JPA’s fiscal contribution at $500k paid on the basis of significant
milestones to be achieved during the SSHCP development process. An initial payment of $250,000 was made to the
SSHCP consistent with the terms of the MOA in November, 2010. A subsequent MOA for FY 2011-12, consistent with
the original FY 2010 document, further defined and tied the payments to specific milestones.
In August 2012, your Board approved the release of $40,000 of the remaining $250,000 obligated to the development
and completion of the SSHCP prior to the agreed to milestone identified in the MOA. Also at that meeting, JPA staff
indicated that the work plan for the SSHCP outlined the need for the release of an additional $110,000 in Fiscal year
2012-13 to keep the plan on track and to make use of grant funding that had been received subsequent to the
development of the original MOA. While the $40,000 was released in December 2012 to cover the requested
contributions for FY 11-12, the SSHCP did not invoice the JPA for the remaining $110,000 as was expected in FY 12-13,
citing requests from the plan partners to further develop a more long range funding strategy prior to receipt of any
additional operating revenue.
In October 2013, your Board approved a new MOA with the SSHCP Plan Partners which covered Fiscal Years 2012-13
and 2013-14. At that time, the Board approved the new MOA with new milestones and a new payment schedule
(including an increase of $40,000 in additional funding for FY 2014-15), as well as the approval of the release of another
$40,000 in funding from the JPA prior to the agreed upon milestones identified in the MOA to ensure that sufficient local
funds were available to serve as local match for federal grant funding that otherwise would not have been available.
Discussion: As discussed above, the last MOA was adopted in October 2013 and covered Fiscal Years 2012-13 and
2013-14. This proposed first amended MOA also covers Fiscal Years 2012-13, 2013-14, as well as 2014-15, and
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provides milestones for FY 2013-14 funding contributions, the roles of the Plan Participants, and the cost of and revenue
for the SSHCP preparation. Time periods overlap between the October 2013 agreement and the amendment because
the Plan Partners wanted to reflect the previous fiscal contributions of each Plan Partner, which is shown in Exhibit A of
the proposed first amended MOA.
As discussed during Bill Ziebron’s presentation last month, the SSHCP is expected to release the Public Review Draft
EIR/EIS in October 2015 and publish the SSHCP, Aquatic Resource Plan, and EIR/EIS in the Federal Register in early
2016. JPA staff and SSHCP staff are confident that the Plan Partners will meet these milestones. But to ensure that
funding is available to meet these final milestones, JPA staff requests that the Board authorize the JPA to provide its FY
2014-15 contributions during FY 2015-16, prior to the completion of the milestones set forth in the proposed amendment.
As drafted, the proposed Amendment (approved by Sacramento County’s Board of Supervisors on August 11, 2015)
authorizes the following contributions during FY 2014-15:
•
•
•
•
•

The Regional Sanitation District at a fixed contribution of $99,500
The Connector JPA at a fixed contribution of $85,000
The Sacramento County Water Agency at $618,302
The Department of Community Development at $667,838
Rancho Cordova at $326,975

The proposed Amendment is not effective until it has been executed by all the parties, which is expected sometime in FY
2015-16. Yet Section 3 of the MOA also provides that the MOA does not obligate any Plan Partner to make a payment
after the end of FY 2014-15. Given the timing of these provisions, and to avoid both the need for an amendment by the
Board of Supervisors and any argument from a JPA auditor that the $85,000 payment for FY 2014-15 during FY 2015-16
was not authorized, staff requests that the Board also authorize the JPA’s Executive Director to make the FY 2014-15
payment, in advance of the milestones and irrespective of the other provisions in the MOA, during FY 2015-16.
The proposed amendment has no fiscal impact on the JPA, as the $85,000 payment was included in the JPA’s annual
budget.
The financial summary (Exhibit A) to the MOA also includes proposed costs for the Plan Partners for Fiscal Year 201516, including a $75,000 contribution from the JPA. This payment will also be within the $540,000 total contribution
previously authorized by the Board for the completion of this project. However, SSHCP staff has not concluded final
negotiations with the Regional Sanitation district for its contribution in Fiscal Year 2015-16. Therefore, another
amendment to the MOA, documenting the FY 2015-16 contributions for each Plan Partner will be brought to the JPA
before the end of Fiscal Year 2015-16 calendar year.
Staff has made it clear to the SSHCP staff that it will not again recommend that the JPA’s final contribution of remaining
$75,000 be paid in advance of the completion of final milestones in any FY 2015-16 MOA.
Respectfully Submitted,

Tom Zlotkowski
Executive Director

Item # 3
Attachment
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-20
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE CAPITAL SOUTHEAST CONNECTOR JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY
APPROVING AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
REGARDING THE SOUTH SACRAMENTO HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN (SSHCP)
BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors (“Board”) of the Capital SouthEast
Connector Authority that the Executive Director is hereby authorized and directed to execute
Amendment No. 1 to the Memorandum of Agreement regarding the South Sacramento Habitat
Conservation Plan, in substantially the same form as attached hereto, and to provide the FY
2014-15 contribution during FY 2015-16, in advance of the milestones therein and other
provisions regarding payment, effective July 1, 2015.
*****
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 25th day of September, 2015, by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

Chairperson
ATTEST:

Secretary

Capital SouthEast Connector JPA Board of Directors
September 25, 2015

Item # 4
Receive and File

Update on Ongoing Connector Corridor Construction Projects
Issue: To receive an update on the progress of construction for various segments along the Connector.
Recommendation: Receive this construction update and provide comments to staff if desired.
Background: This update on the two Connector-related projects includes:
Grant Line Road Widening and Grade Separation
In February 2014, the City of Elk Grove approved an $11 million construction contract with Teichert
Construction/MCM Construction for the Grant Line Road Widening and Grade Separation Project. The grade
separation is also Segment B1 of the Connector. The grade separation is a local City of Elk Grove project and the
JPA commends the City for its leadership and ongoing efforts.
U.S. 50 / Silva Valley Parkway Interchange
In October 2013, the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors approved a $30 Million construction contract with
Myers & Sons Construction for the construction of the U.S. 50 / Silva Valley Parkway Interchange. The interchange
is also Segment E3, the eastern terminus of the Connector. The interchange is a local El Dorado County project
and the JPA commends the County for its leadership and ongoing efforts.
Discussion:
Grant Line Road Widening and Grade Separation
The completion of the Grant Line Road Widening and Grade Separation was marked with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony on September 15th attended by local and regional officials. Elk Grove Mayor Gary Davis kicked off the
event and spoke of the transformation of the roadway that removed the at-grade railroad crossing that forced
drivers to wait as long trains passed through the City. Connector JPA Chair Pat Hume also provided remarks and
discussed how this project provides the first grade separation along the Connector.
With the completion of the project, the improvements include:
•

The existing at-grade UPRR crossing was replaced by a grade-separated overhead railroad crossing.

•

An interim four-lane facility to address immediate capacity and operational needs was constructed and is
designed to accommodate future widening to the north when additional traffic operation needs are
triggered.

•

A new access road was constructed along the south side of Grant Line Road to accommodate local private
property access and access for utility facilities.

•

The project relocated water, sewer, storm drain, gas, petroleum, telephone, fiber optic, television, lighting,
traffic signal, and electric transmission and distribution public service facilities.
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Picture 1: Chair Hume providing remarks

Picture 2: Confetti (Biodegradable) flies to celebrate the completion of the project
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U.S. 50 / Silva Valley Parkway Interchange
The following is a brief status report on the construction of the U.S. 50 / Silva Valley Parkway Interchange. A
detailed report can be found on the County’s website: http://www.edcgov.us/SIlvaValley.aspx
As of August 1, 2015:
•

The County and the Contractor have made significant progress on this interchange. Completion and
opening of the interchange to the public is anticipated this year.

•

Almost all major earthwork operations are complete for the project.

•

Construction is nearly complete on all bridges and retaining walls.

Remaining:
•

Pending weather, the County is preparing to switch traffic to the new Silva Valley Parkway Overcrossing in
late September. At such time, the existing White Rock Road/existing Silva Valley Parkway roadway will be
closed to the public to facilitate construction of sidewalk and final structure work along the existing road.

•

Paving for the eastbound off-ramp and eastbound on-ramp auxiliary lanes along Highway 50

•

The contractor continues to install electrical conduit, signs (including highway overhead signs), fencing, and
metal beam guard railing at various locations.

Picture 3: Silva Valley Parkway looking South

Picture 4: Silva Valley Parkway looking North

JPA staff appreciates the cooperation of the member jurisdiction staff for their efforts on these projects and looks
forward to a continued partnership on projects along the Connector alignment.
Respectfully Submitted,

Tom Zlotkowski
Executive Director
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Item # 5
Motion

Approve the Release of the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) Document for
Segment D3/E1 for Public Review
Issue: To request that the Board approve the release of the Draft IS/MND for Segment D3/E1 for public comment.
Recommendation: Staff recommends that the Board approve the release of the Draft IS/MND for Segment D3/E1
and provide input on the upcoming public circulation.
Background: The Segment D3/E1 consultant team, Dokken Engineering, began the environmental review process
in February, 2015 with background research and field surveys. Since then, the technical studies and associated
reports have been completed and submitted for review to the Connector JPA. The Project Development Team
(PDT), consisting of staff from member jurisdictions, has been meeting monthly concerning the status of the
IS/MND and addressing the technical concerns of the consultant team and potential environmental impacts.
As the CEQA lead agency for the Capital SouthEast Connector Project - Segment D3/E1, the Connector JPA is
responsible for conducting this environmental review process. An IS/MND is an informational document used in
state, regional, and local planning and decision‐making processes to meet the requirements of CEQA. It is not the
purpose of the IS/MND to recommend either approval or denial of a project.
The purpose of the IS/MND is to analyze the environmental impacts of the proposed project, to indicate ways to
reduce or avoid potential environmental damage caused by the proposed alignment of Segment D3/E1, and to
identify and evaluate alternatives to the proposed project. CEQA requires that each public agency mitigate or avoid
the significant environmental effects of projects it approves or implements, whenever feasible.
The proposed project analyzed in the IS/MND is Segment D3/E1 (White Rock Road from Prairie City Road to
Latrobe Road). The IS/MND discloses environmental effects, including those that cannot be avoided, yet
mitigatable; growth‐inducing effects; effects found not to be significant; and significant cumulative impacts of all
past, present, and reasonably anticipated future projects.
Discussion: The Draft IS/MND is proposed to be circulated in October 2015, which will initiate the 30-day public
comment period. The Final IS/MND, incorporating the public comments received and the JPA’s responses to those
comments will be prepared after the 30-day public comment period ends. When the Final IS/MND has been
prepared, the JPA Board will be asked to take the following actions:
•
•
•

Approve Final IS/MND
Approve the Segment D3/E1 Project and make all necessary findings
Direct staff to file a Notice of Determination
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Presentation
At today’s meeting, staff has requested that Namat Hosseinion, Dokken Engineering’s Environmental Manager,
prepare and provide information regarding the highlights of the environmental document. Highlights include:
•
•
•
•

Overview of biology and federal permits
Description of traffic conditions at baseline - 2025, 2035, and beyond
Project greenhouse gas analysis
Cultural resources assessment

Notice of Availability (NOA)
A public Notice of Availability (NOA) of the Draft IS/MND will be mailed to the last known name and address of all
organizations and individuals who have previously requested such notice in writing. In addition, the Connector JPA
will utilize its email database to advertise its availability. The email database list consists of approximately 800
individuals or groups who have signed up for Connector news. The NOA will include the following information:
•
•
•
•
•

Brief description of the project
Public Workshop information
Where the Draft IS/MND can be viewed, including addresses
Start and end dates of the public comment period and anticipated hearing dates
List of significant environmental effects anticipated as a result of the project

The NOA will also be filed with the Sacramento and El Dorado County Clerks and publicized in the following
publications:
•
•
•
•

Sacramento Bee
Grapevine-Independent (Rancho Cordova area)
Folsom Telegraph
Village Life (El Dorado Hills area)

Flyers announcing the availability of the Draft IS/MND and the locations/dates of the public meetings will be posted
at the following locations:
•
•
•
•

Rancho Cordova City Hall
Folsom City Hall
El Dorado Hills Library
Sacramento County Administration Building

Social media updates include the Connector Facebook page, which will be updated to include the public workshop
information and the Connector Twitter feed, which will also include information about the availability.
Availability
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The NOA and Draft IS/MND will be available to be downloaded electronically on the Connector
website: www.connectorjpa.net. Hard copies will be available for review at the following locations:
•
•
•
•
•

Connector JPA Office, 10640 Mather Blvd, Suite 120, Mather, CA 95655
City of Rancho Cordova Planning Department, City Hall; 2729 Prospect Park Drive, Rancho Cordova, CA
95670
City of Folsom Planning Counter, City Hall; 50 Natoma Street, 2nd Floor, Folsom, CA 95630
El Dorado County Planning Department; 2850 Fair Lane Court, Building “C”, Placerville, CA 95667
Sacramento County Public Information Counter; 827 7th Street, Room 101, Sacramento, CA 95814

In addition, the JPA office will coordinate with each jurisdiction’s webmaster to include a link to the NOA and Draft
IS/MND on the four jurisdiction websites. Paper copies of the Draft IS/MND document can be purchased for $25
each, and CDs of the document will be provided upon request. Both items can be requested from the Capital
SouthEast Connector JPA Office, 10640 Mather Blvd, Suite 120, Mather CA 95655 (916) 876-9094.
Respectfully Submitted,

Tom Zlotkowski
Executive Director

Capital SouthEast Connector JPA Board of Directors
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Item # 6
Presentation

Update on Governmental Relations
Issue: To update the Board on current trends in legislation involving transportation policy and revenue.
Recommendation: Staff recommends the Board hear a presentation on our current governmental relations
efforts and provide input as desired.
Background: The JPA has contracted with Smith, Watts & Co. (SWC) for governmental relations services
since 2009. During that period, SWC has provided valuable assistance in a number of key areas that have
aided in the development of the project including:
•

Strategic advice and assistance in legislative approval of design-build procurement.

•

Expertise in analyzing and pursuing specific local and state funding opportunities, known as “potential
funding” in the Plan of Finance.

•

Advice and assistance in evaluating all avenues of future funding which include the state infrastructure
bank, private equity markets, and local measure “bridge” financing strategies.

•

Evaluation of trends in State legislation involving general transportation revenues.

•

General intelligence on transportation related activities and accomplishments with similar projects to
the Connector at both the National and State levels.

As of March 2015, the SWC scope of services was incorporated into an overall Governmental Relations
contract with MMS Strategies in an effort to better coordinate activates at the various levels of relations for
Federal, State, and Local.
Discussion: At today’s meeting, staff has requested DJ Smith of SWC to prepare and provide information
regarding state legislation on transportation revenues and an outlook on other potential funding sources and
their viability. Staff will continue to work with SWC on finance and policy considerations that could improve the
project’s opportunities for obtaining discretionary funding from the various sources currently available.
Respectfully Submitted,

Tom Zlotkowski
Executive Director

/capitalsoutheastconnector
@CapConnector

Milestones and Schedule


Project Geometry, Complete

July 2015



PDT Review of Draft, Complete

September 2015



Release of IS/MND for Public Review

October 2015

Environmental Document
Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration


All environmental impacts are less than significant or are made less
than significant through mitigation



The IS/MND summarizes efforts to study impacts to:





Farmland
Biology
Wetlands
Cultural Resources






Noise Studies
Traffic
Air Quality
Hazardous Waste

Previous Studies

Farmland

Cultural Resources


No Impacts to Historic Properties



Three Sites Require Mitigation

Noise


Rubberized Asphalt in Segments of El Dorado
County to Reduce Noise Levels Below
Acceptable Levels

Wetlands and Aquatic Resources




Permanent Wetland Impacts to be less
than 0.5 acres outside of the “Backbone
Infrastructure Area”

0.02 acres of Streams and Creeks

0.41 acres of Wetlands

0.04 acres of Vernal Pools
Mitigation for impacts at minimum 1:1 ratio
at USACE approved mitigation bank

Hazardous Waste


Recognized environmental conditions
include

Leaking transformer

Contaminated soil/ground water
associated with Aerojet

Lead paint in yellow traffic paint

Asbestos containing materials

Chemically treated wood in guard rail
posts

Traffic


Project will improve LOS at proposed Oak Avenue Parkway by
2035 from LOS C to LOS B



Although traffic numbers in the County and City at White Rock
and Scott Road are projected to double, construction of the
Connector would allow for LOS C to be maintained at Scott Road
and proposed Empire Ranch Road



Although traffic numbers in the County at White Rock and Prairie
City are projected to double, construction of the project would
allow the LOS to only decrease from LOS B to LOS C

Air Quality
Estimated Emissions

Thresholds of Significance



CO: 58 Pounds/Day



85 Pounds/Day



PM10: 14.8 Pounds/Day



80 Pounds/Day



PM2.5: 6.4 Pounds/Day



82 Pounds/Day

Project would not have an impact on Air Quality during construction

Circulation and Advertising the Document


Approximately 1225 Parcels to Receive Notice of Availability (Based on 0.25
mile Radius and Affected Neighborhoods)



Additional NOA to Agencies, Utilities, and Concerned Groups (i.e. Native
American Tribes).
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